
The World’s First
Granny Square Pattern

I have been trying a new crocheted pattern for an Afghan, 
which is on the principle of the crazy work so popular now.

It is made in strips of the desired length, and with two of the 
blocks, which I have brought, forming the width (fig. 2). The long 
strips are crocheted together with a double chain stitch which 
is twisted, and of any two desirable colors. The small blocks can 
be sewn or drawn together, so as to make a perfect square, this 
joining being done on the wrong side.

The idea is to have the blocks appear as one straight strip. 
Use Germantown wool, the colors of the block being bright and 
varied to one’s taste, but the outer edge of each is black.

~Mrs. Phelps, Prairie Farmer Magazine, April 1885

Read the whole story at theyarnqueen.co.nz/worlds-first-granny-square-pattern

The iconic granny square has been a crochet stalwart since the 1880s, 
with particular peaks of popularity in the 1930s, 1970s, and right now 
in the 2020s!

We were delighted to find what is now the earliest known granny square 
pattern, written by Mrs. Phelps in 1885 and published in Prairie Farmer 
Magazine in the USA.

While her design is unmistakably a granny square, terminology has 
moved on in 140 years, so this pattern will help you make the original 
Mrs. Phelps’ Granny Square in all modern terms!

This pattern contains the instructions from the original pattern. The 
Yarn Queen’s own Ruth Walden translated the instructions into both UK 
and US terminology so that you can recreate this piece of textile history 
in your own home.

A note on yarns substitutions and colour choices

You can use whatever colours you like, but Mrs. Phelps intended for the 
border colour of every square to be black, to follow the trend at the time 
for quilts of different colours bound together with black fabric. 

We have used a dark blue for the instruction photos so you can actually 
see what we have done!

You can use scraps of different colours, or choose a specific palette 
and make all your squares the same, or coordinated in colours.

We have used DK yarn, but you can use whatever weight yarn you like.

Here’s the finished granny square 
you’ll make by following this pattern
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Skill notes
This pattern is written using both UK and US terminology. If 
you are unsure which terminology you usually use, ask your-
self if you ever use a single crochet (SC) stitch. If so, follow 
the US terminology. If not, follow the UK terminology.

This pattern uses these techniques:

• Chain
• Single crochet (US) / double crochet (UK)
• Double crochet (US) / treble (UK)
• Slip stitch
• Joining new colours

Method
The square is worked in concentric rows, starting from the 
middle and working out.

The inner row is a circle of double crochet (US) / treble (UK) 
stitches, and the square is formed and maintained on sub-
sequent rows by working groups of double crochet (US) / 
treble (UK) to give corners before a border is added.

Squares are then joined together to form a blanket or throw.

Materials
DK yarn in 4 colours – quantity as required for amount of 
squares you intend to make.

We used DK yarn and a 4 mm hook; however you can use 
whatever weight yarn you like, and matching hook. Suitable 
for busting scraps.

Abbreviations
US
sc – single crochet
dc – double crochet

UK
dc – double crochet
tr – treble

Note
Mrs. Phelps’ original instructions will appear in italics above 
the modern instructions.

Recommended Yarn
Broadway Purely Wool DK
For a fibre that would feel like the 
original yarn used.

Urth Harvest DK
If you prefer luxe merino.

Tools
• 4 mm crochet hook
• Scissors
• Tapestry needle for weaving in 

ends

Level of difficulty
Adventurous beginner
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US Crochet Terms

Start with a slip knot and chain 4.

dc into the first chain formed. The re-
maining 3 chain are counted as a dc. 
Make 10 more dc stitches into the begin-
ning chain. You will have 12 dc in total, 
including the 3 chain at the beginning.

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning of 
the row. Fasten off.

Count 12 dc.

UK Crochet Terms

Start with a slip knot and chain 4.

tr into the first chain formed. The re-
maining 3 chain are counted as a tr. 
Make 10 more tr stitches into the begin-
ning chain. You will have 12 tr in total, 
including the 3 chain at the beginning.

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning of 
the row. Fasten off.

Count 12 tr.

Original Instructions:
1st row: Make a chain of a circle; then over that work 12 long stitches, and fasten to-
gether the worsted by drawing through 2 or 3 stitches, and fasten, and cut it off.
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Original Instructions:
2nd row: With another color worsted, start a shell between any of the 12 stitch-
es in the preceding row. The shell consists of 6 long stitches, with one chain 
between the 3rd and 4th stitches. Make 4 of these shells; join the 1st and 4th, 
and finish off the end of the worsted as before.

US Crochet Terms

With a slipstitch join the new colour 
between any 2 dc in the previous row. 
Chain 3. These are counted as the first 
dc. Complete 2 more dc, 1 chain, then 
3 more dc in the same space. This will 
form the first corner. 

Skip 3 dc in the previous row and make 
the 2nd corner by working 3 dc,1 chain 
and 3 dc. Repeat this for the 3rd and 4th 
corners.

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning for 
the row. 

Fasten off.

Count 24 dc and 4 x 1 chain corners.

UK Crochet Terms

With a slipstitch join the new colour 
between any 2 tr in the previous row. 
Chain 3. These are counted as the first 
tr.  Complete 2 more tr, 1 chain, then 
3 more tr in the same space. This will 
form the first corner. 

Skip 3 tr in the previous row and make 
the 2nd corner by working 3 tr,1 chain 
and 3 tr. Repeat this for the 3rd and 4th 
corners.

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning for 
the row. 

Fasten off.

Count 24 tr and 4 x 1 chain corners.
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Original Instructions: 
3rd row: With another color, make a shell of 6 long stitches, with one chain 
between the 3rd and 4th stitches, in the centre of the shell of the preceding row. 
One each side between these shells make 3 long stitches; finish off the same as 
for 1st and 2nd row.

US Crochet Terms 

With a slipstitch join the new colour in 
the 1 chain centre space between the 
2 groups of 3 dc in the previous row. 
Chain 3. These are counted as the first 
dc. Complete 2 more dc, 1 chain, then 
3 more dc in the same space. This will 
maintain the shape of the first corner. 

Skip 3 dc in the previous row and work 
3 dc in the space, then in the 2nd corner 
work 3 dc, 1 chain and 3 dc. Repeat this 
for the 3rd and 4th sides. 

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning for 
the row. 

Fasten off.

Count 36 dc and 4 x 1 chain corners.

UK Crochet Terms 

With a slipstitch join the new colour in 
the 1 chain centre space between the 2 
groups of 3 tr in the previous row. Chain 
3. These are counted as the first tr. Com-
plete 2 more tr, 1 chain, then 3 more tr in 
the same space. This will maintain the 
shape of the first corner. 

Skip 3 tr in the previous row and work 
3 tr in the space, then in the 2nd corner 
work 3 tr, 1 chain and 3 tr. Repeat this 
for the 3rd and 4th sides. 

Close the row by slip stitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning for 
the row. 

Fasten off.

Count 36 tr and 4 x 1 chain corners.

F F

F

G G

G

theyarnqueen.co.nz Page 5

https://theyarnqueen.co.nz


Page 6

Original Instructions: 
4th row: With the block, make one long stitch between each stitch of the preced-
ing row, except at the centre of the shell and the stitch on each side of it; putting 
2 stitches in each place on each corner.

US Crochet Terms

With a slip stitch, join the 4th colour to 
the 1 chain space in the corner between 
the two groups of 3 dc. Work 4 chain 
and 1 dc. This counts as 2 dc and 1 x 1 
chain space.

Between the stitches of the previous 
row, work 1 dc to the corner. You will 
have worked 9 dc before working the 
corner. 

In the corner work 1 dc, 1 chain and 1 
dc. Work 9 dc along each side, and 1 dc, 
1 chain, 1 dc in each corner. 

On the last side finish after working the 
9 dc.

Close the row by slipstitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning of 
the row. 

Count 44 dc and 4 1 chain spaces.

Weave in ends.

UK Crochet Terms

With a slip stitch, join the 4th colour to 
the 1 chain space in the corner between 
the two groups of 3 tr. Work 4 chain and 
1 tr. This counts as 2 tr and 1 x 1 chain 
space.

Between the stitches of the previous 
row, work 1 tr to the corner. You will 
have worked 9 tr before working the 
corner. 

In the corner work 1 tr, 1 chain and 1 
tr. Work 9 tr along each side, and 1 tr, 1 
chain, 1 tr in each corner. 

On the last side finish after working the 
9 tr.

Close the row by slipstitching into the 
top of the 3 chains at the beginning of 
the row. 

Count 44 tr and 4 1 chain spaces.

Weave in ends.
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Conclusion

Congratulations!
Your granny square is now ready to use as is, or to 
combine with other squares to make a throw, blanket, or 
whatever you desire!

The photos at left are of a large granny square afghan 
that was crocheted in the 1930s, during an earlier wave 
of granny square popularity.

Granny squares aren’t just for blankets! They have been 
popular joined into jumpers, dresses, trousers, home 
decor items and more.

Mrs. Phelps referred to the piece as “crazy work” - this 
isn’t a reference to a person’s state of mind (if it were, 
it would be called “calming work,” right?). Rather, it’s a 
reference to the name given to a style of quilting work in 
which brightly coloured and irregular shapes of fabric are 
sewn into squares with black borders, and then joined 
into quilts.

There’s evidence of this style being incorporated into 
embroidery, and Mrs. Phelps was inspired to create a 
crochet version. It was only later that the resulting piece  
became known as a granny square.

For a long time the origin of the granny square was a 
mystery. Now we know it was created in 1885 by Mrs. 
Phelps. Read the full story at theyarnqueen.co.nz/worlds-
first-granny-square-pattern 

For more great information and ideas about crochet and 
knitting, and news about products and events, sign up to 
our email list at the bottom of the page at theyarnqueen.
co.nz

Thanks for reading! Now get out there and make some 
more granny squares!

This granny square afghan was made in 
the 1930s and has been handed down for 
generations. The full size is approximately 
1.9m x 2.25m (76in x 88in).
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